ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
The Mission Mountains of northwestern Montana are recognized as an area of significant snail endemicity in the Interior Columbia River Basin (Frest and Johannes 1995 Oreohelix errodi (Pilsbry, 1900) was discovered in 1899 in talus slopes between 1067-1524 m above the north side of McDonald Lake (Pilsbry 1900 , Elrod 1903a , where it was most common, and also found rarely along the south side of the lake. The amphitheater around
McDonald Lake remains the only known locality for this species in the Mission Mountains, but it has been found more recently above Lion Creek in the nearby Swan Range (Fairbanks 1984) .
Oreohelix alpina (Elrod, 1901) was first found in 1900 on ASinyaleamin Mountains (Elrod 1901 (Elrod , 1902 (Elrod , 1903b (Berry 1955 , Brunson 1956 Mean diameter of dead shells for which measurements were possible (n = 9) was 8.9 + 0.5 mm; range was 8.0-9.6 mm. Information gleaned from Berry (1955) and Brunson (1956) (1901, 1902, 1903b) and Frest and Johannes (1995) (Brunson 1956 ), but the rock types comprising the talus inhabited by the snails are infrequently mentioned m published reports. Berry (1955) and Frest and Johannes (1995) identified the talus as limestone; both Elrod (1901, 1902, 1903a ) and Brunson (1956) 
